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What Would You Prefer? 

As Omicron cases surge, and restrictions are reinforced, it’s once again

time to remember to look after yourself, each other, and keep safe.

Christmas is approaching fast (yay!), and whilst some festivities have

had to be cancelled, there’s still so many ways to enjoy yourself with

your friends and family! Who doesn’t love a good ’We Three Kings’ or ‘All

I Want for Christmas’ sing along??  I’ll be spending my weekend

watching all the Christmas classics - Elf, Home Alone and Home Alone,

wrapped in a blanket, sipping hot chocolate :) 

Would you rather have telekinesis, be able to move things with
your mind, or telepathy, be able to read other people’s minds?
They both have their pros and cons. For example, if you had
telekinesis you could be extra lazy and never need to get out
your seat for something but you would have less self control
and get whatever you want, even when you probably shouldn’t.
And if you had telepathy you would always know peoples
opinions on you which probably has its pros and cons because
you’d know if people liked you but also if they didn’t and in
which case you could hear somethings you probably didn’t want
to and then become paranoid.
I’m not sure what I’d prefer, telekinesis and become lazy or
telepathy and risk getting hurt, do you know what you would
choose?

Zara King



Channel 4

Many of you will have heard us speak in assembly recently about our time with Lessons from

Auschwitz, a national project run to ensure the lives of those lost during the Holocaust are

never forgotten, and to raise awareness of the atrocities the victims faced. Olivia, Rebecca,

Aiden and I were privileged to partake in this, and had the rare opportunity to listen to a

survivor, Mala Tribech MBE. This remarkable lady offered insight to something no one in this

generation could even fathom occurring to us. Such as the cramped living conditions. The

rooms that people were forced to live in, had been designed for animals. Not only that, Mala

informed us that rations were minimal- only bread and soup. It was often poisoned and made

with sawdust, making it inedible. The project was a moving experience, and instilled in us the

determination to share these stories. One highlighted message was put across- that of the 6

million Jewish and other minorities murdered, each one of them was an individual. 6 million

is a huge number to comprehend- and many look at the statistics rather than the person, but

it is critical  to humanise each number. Take for example, Irene Weiss. Irene was born on

November 21, 1930, in Bótrágy, Czechoslovakia to Meyer and Leah Fogel. She lived with her

parents and her 5 siblings, her father worked In a lumber yard and they lived a normal family

life. But in 1939 when Germany took over Czechoslovakia, Irene suffered anti-semantic abuse.

Soon after the family was forced to live in a ghetto as more restrictions on the Jews came into

force. In 1944 the Nazis ordered the Hungarian government to round up all 450,000 Jews in

Hungary for transport to Auschwitz. When Irene and her family arrived at Auschwitz her

mother, younger sisters and brother were selected for murder in the gas chambers. Irene, her

sister Serena and her father were not killed but selected for work. Her father was a

sonderkommando, a prisoner who removed the murdered bodies from the gas chambers.

When he could not work, he was shot. In 1945 as the Soviet Army advanced through Poland,

the SS began to evacuate Auschwitz. In the ensuing chaos, Irene and her sister escaped and

fled on foot to Prague. Here they found some surviving relatives and stayed there until the

final months of the war.  In 1947 Irene and her sister emigrated to New York. Once arriving in

the USA, Irene married, attended university and became a teacher. There are multiple stories

like Irene’s- who suffered so much purely because of religious intolerance at the hands of

others, but emerged from the events to lead a successful life- not letting the people who did

this, bring them down. What particularly resonated with us as a group, was noticing that anti-

semitism is still prevalent in today’s society.  Only 6 days ago, was it reported that three men

spat at Jewish people celebrating Hannukah, an important festival on the Jewish calendar. It

must be aimed to combat this sort of hate crime, and ensure that every person feels safe to

follow their religion. The Holocaust altered the way we perceive the world, and from 1933-1945(

the years the Nazi’s were in power), destroyed the peaceful lives of millions. It is necessary that

we  do all we can to remember these victims- large monuments such as the one planned to

be built outside Westminister, provides a public display of commemoration. But more

importantly, is how we all take on the immense task personally, of remembering and sharing.

So, please venture out and find out more information and share this knowledge with others,

so the HSD community can play a part in recognising the harrowing tales of Auschwitz.  

The Horrors of

Auschwitz 
Victoria, Olivia, Rebecca & Aiden 



With a strong team that posses a large breadth of skills and knowledge, we
have made a great start to the first half of the season. As a team we have
bonded well, with Mrs Anderson, our coach leading us through the 
first round of the Scottish Cup - a competition against all schools in
Scotland - beating Glenalmond College. We then faced Jordanhill school
from Glasgow; a team we weren’t familiar with or had ever played before. 
The buzz was high and we were ready for a tough game. We opened the
play with an early goal, however they unfortunately soon equalised. With all
to play for in the second half Jordanhill came out on top, winning 
narrowly by 2-1. We were gutted but still had good fun. We then turned
our attention to the Midland Cup, a regional competition against local
school. We beat Morrisons Academy in the first round, and Strathallan in 
the second, meaning we are now in the final! Watch out for the date after
Christmas so you can come along and support the girls. In the midst of the
competitive matches we have had friendlies every Saturday - which 
are good as they allow us to practise new skills and tactics we have learnt
during training in the previous week. Overall, a very successfully first half to
the season and very much looking forward to the coming games after
Christmas.

HSD Hockey ProgressHSD Hockey Progress

Maya Donald, Captain of the Girl’s XI hockey team
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Pics!!!Pics!!!

SLT Joke
Ladder!

These are in no particular order,
because they’re all terrible!

A usual horrific weekly
contribution from Mrs

Watson!
 

My dentist and my manicurist
are in a relationship. 

They have been for nearly 10
years. 

To be honest, I’m surprised
they’ve lasted this long – they

fight like tooth and nail.
 

An awful Star Wars joke
from Mr Brett :)

 
How did Darth Vader know

what Luke got him for
Christmas?

He felt his presents!
 

Might just be me, but I
don’t get Mr Smith’s joke…

 
Beware of over-eager

Philosophy students: they are
forever putting Descartes

before the horse!



Channel 4

Every school is required to have an Improvement Plan - a document
that outlines the key priorities that the school community will work

towards within a given timeframe. It is the responsibility of each
school’s Senior Leadership Team to listen to all stakeholders – pupils,
teachers, and parents – and to use this information to identify the key

areas for improvement. 
 

Here at HSD, our current School Improvement Plan runs from 2020-
2023 and has nine key priorities. Priorities are identified by listening to
your opinions, through PSHE and via specific groups, for example, the

Senior Prefects, Junior Years Pupil Voice, etc. We engage with your
parents through the Parents’ Association and Parents’ Representatives,

and we listen to your teachers, for example, at Heads of Department
and Guidance team meetings, at weekly Department or Year Group
meetings and during Professional Learning (or In-Service) Days. The

Senior Leadership team then gather all this information together and I
prepare the Whole School Improvement Plan based on the key themes
that emerge. It’s my job to keep this document up to date, to allocate
responsibility for specific tasks to members of the school community,

and to regularly evaluate progress. I am accountable to both the Rector
and to the Board of Directors and am expected to update them on

progress at least three times per year. I must provide evidence of the
improvement that we are making. A key priority within the 2020-23
Whole School Improvement Plan is to “review Equality, Diversity and

Inclusion across the School”. And this is where we have started.
 

A sequence of short articles by Mrs Watson, showing how this is
working in practice.

Week 1 - The Planning

Responding to Racism: our school’s
approach

Mrs Watson, Deputy Rector



Maisey Lafollette 
Recently I have been reading some amazing books and I thought that other people may
enjoy some light reading over the holidays as well. All of these books are perfect for young
readers who - like myself - enjoy adventure and a mysterious plot!
“Keeper of the Lost Cities” by Shannon Messenger is an amazing book that’s perfect for Harry
Potter fans. The novel follows a girl named Sophie Foster, who discovers she is an elf. She was
born and raised in the human world but has to say goodbye to her family when she is
accepted into Foxfire, a prestigious school for elves. Little does she know that there is a dark
secret about where she was born, waiting to be discovered! Find out more about how she
has to fight for her home, her place at school, and even her life.
“Heroes of Olympus” by Rick Riordan brings the Percy Jackson fans back to Camp Half-
Blood. In the first book, “The Lost Hero”, we are introduced to 3 new characters: Leo, son of
Hephaestus; Piper, daughter of Aphrodite; and Jason, son of Zeus. Where is Percy? Everyone
is worried because he has disappeared and Jason has mysteriously developed amnesia. They
go on a quest to save Coach Hedge and Hera from captivity, and hopefully bring back Jason’s
memories. In the second book “The Son of Neptune” we are taken to a new camp for the
children of Roman deities, Camp Jupiter. We meet many new characters: Hazel, daughter of
Pluto who has a dangerous past; Frank, son of Mars, who harbours a life- threatening secret;
Octavian, an augur and descendant of Apollo; and Reyna, the praetor, and daughter of
Bellona. We also see a familiar character: a son of Neptune who, along with Hazel and Frank,
goes on a quest to save the camp. For a fast-paced demigod quest incorporating Greek and
Roman myths with the present, this series is a must-read.
Finally, “Gladiator, Fight for Freedom” by Simon Scarrow is a historical fiction book that takes
us to the times of Ancient Rome. The main character is Marcus. Marcus, his parents, a slave,
and their dog live on a small farm. His parents are in huge debt and the man to whom they
owe money sends men to their farm who tragically murder their slave, dog, and Marcus’ dad.
They then enslave Marcus and his mother. Marcus is later forced to train at a gladiator school
where he makes friends and enemies. He even fights his foe to the death for a small
audience of wealthy Romans. If you like battles, history, family, and adventure this blast from
the past is perfect for you.
These books are amazing stories, perfect for young readers and you can find them in your
local bookshop, local library, and our school library. I definitely recommend these well
written amazing books to read snuggled up by the fire over the holidays

BOOK REC: ELVES,
DEMIGODS & GLADIATORS 



Creativity Corner

Alisa Anderson, F1

Sameea Hossain, F2

Emma Frullani, F2 

Ayanaha Adam, F1 



Tottenham
Covid Outbreak 

 Antonio Conte has confirmed eight players of
Tottenham's first-team squad and five staff
members have tested positive for COVID-19.
Spurs are due to host Rennes in the Europa
Conference League on Thursday, but with
UEFA regulations, the match cannot be
postponed unless a club has fewer than 13
players or no registered goalkeeper available.
"It's contagious and there is a big infection.
Now we are a bit scared because tomorrow
we don't know what will happen." Conte said.
A victory against Rennes, who are already
assured to finish top of the group, is required
to stand a chance of qualifying for the last 32,
but Conte expects more confirmed cases.
All European group stage matches must be
completed by the end of 2021, with the club
already facing a busy festive schedule and with
less than 3 weeks left to play there is no
obvious window to rearrange the fixture.
Following the game against Brighton on the
12th , Tottenham face Leicester City on 16
December and Liverpool on 19 December in
the top-flight prior to an EFL Cup quarter-final
against West Ham on 22 December.
Last season, Newcastle United's game at Aston
Villa in the Premier League was postponed
following a "significant increase" in Covid-19
cases at the Magpies' training ground.
Later that month, a coronavirus outbreak at
Manchester City caused their Premier League
match at Everton to be postponed just four
hours before kick-off.
Villa also had a Covid-19 outbreak in January,
which meant that no first-team players were
available for an FA Cup third-round defeat by
Liverpool, prior to Premier League games
against Everton and Tottenham being
rescheduled.

Prithvi Sudarshan 

France’s geography is almost perfect as

a result of several different reasons. One

of these is because it is the only country

that can truly be considered to be part

of both North and South Europe.

Furthermore, as there are many big

rivers in France, it is very easy to trade

with most countries in Eastern Europe.

There is also an abundance of arable

land in France, due to all these rivers,

making it one of the leading agricultural

powers in Europe. The gently sloped

fields in the North and West are also

ideal for farming. Historically, France has

been able to produce more food than

rivals such as England and Germany,

giving them an advantage. The capital is

also strategically placed where the River

Seine and the River Marne meet,

making it an ideal place for trade.

France’s borders also help avoid attack

due to them either being water or

mountainous. All of these factors have

helped France become one of the most

powerful countries in Europe, both

historically and today.

 

Co-Deputy Editor, Isla Watson

French

Geography  



In the modern-day and age, life has become more and more hectic, a rush to keep up on

news, consume media and live well. But in our frantic race to escape reality and the chaos

of the outside world, is there really a form of entertainment that we can do on the go, whilst

still learning and enjoying a story? May I present to you: the humble podcast.

Beginning in the early 2000s and becoming more and more popular as technology and

recording mediums grow in accessibility, the podcast is a steady and reliable form of a story.

You can listen to them on the go, and they range in genres from horror, comedy, fantasy,

science and history to everything in between. So, in testament to the glory of the podcast,

here are a curated selection of shows you might be convinced to give a listen to.

First up is one of the longer-running fiction podcasts, “Welcome To Night Vale”; “a cosmic

horror supernatural podcast telling the story of life in a small desert town where “the sun is

hot, the moon is bright, and mysterious lights pass overhead while we all pretend to sleep.”:

told through the media of a local radio show, the eponymous “Welcome To Night Vale”. A

complex and long- running plot, whilst the number of episodes may seem daunting, the

show itself is heartfelt, emotional and deeply, deeply human despite the alien nature of the

show.

Next up , we have another fan-favourite, the famous live-action fiction podcast “Critical

Role”. A show primarily about tabletop role-playing game Dungeons & Dragons, “Critical

Role” has broken free of the niche bounds it initially resides in, getting a board game, several

spinoff shows and an Amazon Prime animated series coming February 2022. And thought

once again the episode count and length is intimidating, the characters are engaging, the

stories are intriguing and beautifully told and expressed, and the atmosphere derived from

listening to the adventures of group of ragtag fantasy adventurers is enough to inspire even

the most miserable person to go outside and live their life as their own adventure.

If you're not one for fiction, fear not, because the world of podcasts has you covered too!

Shows like “Science VS” pit fact against fiction and mainstream news, demystifying

infamous concepts and showing that you can solve any problem with the correct

application of science and logic. Another popular non-fiction podcast is “The Curious Cases

Of Rutherford And Fry”, a lively and energetic take on information and facts. This show may

appeal to someone with a specific interest in science as opposed to the casual listener, but

it's still a fascinating listen. Other non- fiction shows include “Revisionist History”, which

takes a look at history through a modern, critical lens, and Parcast’s “Mythology”, a Spotify

Original show talking about myths and legends from around the world in an engaging and

exciting manner.

Overall, there's a podcast for everyone, whether you're into fiction or fantasy, stories or

science, maths or mythology, horror or history. And with free access available across the

internet and new stories emerging by the day, I encourage you to go out into the world, put

your headphones in and enjoy a story like no other.

Podcasts
Izzy Clark



After what I imagine has been a stressful few weeks for many Form 4s, their prelims are finally over. But have
you ever considered the amount of effort and time-tabling it takes to plan an exam - let alone the many that
occur over such a small timeframe? This week I had the privilege of interviewing Miss Traynor about that very

topic and I would like to say a huge thank you to her!  
 

Describe what your main positions are within the school?
 

I, along with the School Office team, provide administrative support to the teaching staff and Senior
Team. In addition to sending most of the communication home to parents, we also organise all the

schedules for Tempest Photographs and F4 Careers interviews.
 

The School Office also manage the School’s database – keeping pupil records up-to-date (which
includes checking and updating all the information received on the annual Data Capture Forms) and
also updating the information held on Firefly, for example, all the booklists, uniform lists, dedicated

bus information and school menus.
 

We also provide the administration for the SQA Exams, making sure pupils are registered with the SQA
and that they are then entered into the exams for their subjects. Part of this is also assisting in

scheduling the Prelim exams.
 

What is the process of planning exams like and how difficult can it be? 
 

Planning Prelim exams, although not a difficult task, does take quite a bit of time. As both the Form 4
and Forms 5/6 Prelims run over the course of 10 days, we start first by exporting out lists of the 10

subjects that have the highest numbers of pupils taking that subject. These 10 subjects are then
allocated to one of the 10 days of the exam diet. We then take each of the remaining subjects, one at a
time, and match them with the 10 subjects we have already allocated to the exam diet, checking as we

are doing this how many pupils will have two exams on the same day. The aim is to minimise this as
much as possible, so it does involve a lot of moving subjects about to find the best matches. A Form 4

pupil is more likely to have to sit two exams in one day as opposed to a Form 5/6 pupil as Form 4
pupils take more subjects.

 
Once we have done this, we then need to allocate times to the exams, making sure that pupils have
time for breaks between papers and for those who do have two exams in one day, that they have

enough time for a lunch break. We also have to be mindful that exams don’t run on after the
Dedicated Buses departure time!

 
What has been your favourite aspect about working at the High School? 

 
My favourite aspect of working at the High School is working with the staff and pupils here! I like the
diversity of working with people of all ages and how that impacts the work that I do, whether that is

adding artwork from Junior Years pupils to the Nativity Programme or helping a Senior Years pupil with
an issue with their timetable. It all makes for a more interesting day and I can honestly say I am never

bored!
 

Unseen Staff: Miss Traynor 
Co-Deputy Editor, Zara Taylor 



Cheats Cheesecake Recipe 
The reason I call it this is because it is a creamy cold dessert, a bit

like cheesecake, but it is really easy and simple to make.

Ingredients:
1 can of
condensed milk
300ml double
cream
5 limes
1/2 a packet of
ginger nuts
30g butter

 Crush the ginger nuts until fine, melt the butter and mix together. (Add more butter if you
think it is too crumbly.

Press mixture down firmly into a 20cm loose based round tin. Set aside.
Next cut very thin slices of the lime peel (to use as decoration later). 8-10 slivers should do.

Drop the lime pieces into boiling water to blanch for a minute and then leave to dry on
kitchen towel.

Zest the remain 4 limes and juice all 5 limes.
In a separate bowl pour the double cream and condensed milk together and beat with a

whisk by hand until you feel it start to stiffen.
Pour in the lime juice and zest and continue to whisk, the mixture should stiffen quickly.
Pour onto the limey mixture into the biscuit base and leave to set in the fridge for a few

hours.
Decorate with the curls of lime peel and enjoy.

1.

2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

7.
8.

9.
 

Method: 

Amy Leburn



 

As we approach

the end of term,

hopefully we‘ll

have lots of

Kahoots and

games of Stop

the Bus in class

to look forward

to! That should 

 include Higher

and Advanced

Higher classes

please *hint: we

would like to

have fun  too* 

I hope you all

have a lovely

weekend, and

happy reading! 

 EDITOR’S

NOTE

see you next
friday!

T H E  C O L U M N S  T E A M

Sahar Jafferbhoy

On Christmas Eve of 1979, the world watched with bated breath as
the mighty forces of Russia invaded Afghanistan. The 60s and 70s
had been dominated by a constant fear of absolute nuclear
annihilation in the 
face of the Cold War. Americans had lain in their beds unable to
sleep for the fear of the ‘red menace’ looming 
over them. The USSR seemed to be a force ravaging all in its path,
and nobody would have predicted that the 
all-consuming Communist machine would be disbanded just twelve
years later. And so ended one of the most predominant forces of
the 20th century, not defeated or destroyed, but quietly abolished
in a quiet rural cabin.

The effects of the disbandment of the USSR are still felt today, for
example with the tense situation developing 
between Russia and Ukraine. The two countries have had a rise in
conflict recently, with the conflict involving 
Russia-backed Ukrainian separatists killing 14, 000 people. And
even now, Russian forces are gathering on the border with Ukraine,
fuelling fear of invasion. All of this seems perpetrated by President
Vladimir Putin, who 
called the fall is the USSR, “The greatest geopolitical disaster of the
20th century.” He has been recorded as 
having a very biased view on the lands that used to be part of the
Soviet Union that now form part of Ukraine, 
saying, “Modern Ukraine is entirely the product of the 
Soviet era.” 

Although it has been three whole decades since the fall of the
USSR, its presence, or rather the problems it left 
behind, are still very much felt in our modern world. We 
may think of the Soviet threat as a thing of the past, but 
we can’t forget the fallout of their actions even today.

30 YEARS AFTER THE30 YEARS AFTER THE30 YEARS AFTER THE
FALL OF THE USSRFALL OF THE USSRFALL OF THE USSR    

Alasdair Turrent 


